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on —that is, one person said the prayers and the
others followed, learning them by dint of repeating
them every day. Mass was said in the little board
cabin, which was common for the french and the
savages. Although the number was small, they
nevertheless held prayers evening and morning.
The affection which the savages showed for the
faith obliged us to keep two missionaries there,
according to the statement made in the printed rela-
tion of 1670 and 1671. They began to erect build-
ings there, such as one still sees, intending to build
a church there in the manner of the country. Fa-
ther pierre Rafeix began the enterprise. He was
indefatigable in the care that he took of the Savages
and of the french. The savages, says the relation,
comprised 20 families. Reverend father Dablon,
coming down from the outaouaks to quebek in order
to go thither and assume the duties of superior,
stopped at la prairie; and, having thereafter seen the
old mission of the hurons, said that the new one
had the same pious exercises as the old one. We
shall see the progress that the new one will make in
the faith, in devotion, and in the practice of all the
most eminent virtues, which shine forth in these
missionary beginnings, but which God has kept
concealed within the enclosure of la prairie. There
was not as yet either captain or dogique, properly
speaking, and the missionaries took all the cares
without dividing them; but when the number was
greater, it was mnecessary to elect captains who
should have jurisdiction over the village, and do-
giques, who should be qualified to hold prayers and
take charge of the affairs of God. All that was
accomplished in the year following.



